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irjjpo'litan. n.f. [metfopolitanus, Latin.] A billion of 
the mother church ; an archbiihop. J P “ 

He was promoted to Canterbury upon the death of Dr. 
Bancroft, that metropolitan, who understood the church bx- 

learning.' countchan “ d men of the greateft parts in 

Metropolitan. adj . Belonging to a metropolis. 

had forhnrn t f rla - C fl-f 0f a Covet , ous def,re to enrich himfelf, 
had forborn to inftitute metropolitan bifhops. Raleivk 

ofcMes, 1 " adj ' [ from ™tropolis.] Chief or principal 

He fearing the power of the Chriftians was gone as far 
’K/rF/'THTTi? the ^f political city of Stiria. Knolles. 

V . V* L corru P tecI from metal, but commonly writ¬ 
ten jo when the metaphorical fenfe is ufed.] 

1. Spirit; fpritelinefs; courage. 

What a blunt fellow is this grown to be ? 

He was quick mettle when he went to fchool. Shakefpeare 
I had rather go with fir prieft than fir knight: I care not 
who knows fo much of my mettle. Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

Upon this heavinefs of the king’s forces, interpreted 6 to 
be fear and want of mettle, divers reforted to the feditious. 

rj , , . r r Hayward's Edw. VI. 

He had given fo frequent teftimony of fignal courage in 
feveral adtions, that his mettle was never fufpe&ed. Clarendon. 

’ Fis more to guide than fpur the mufe’s fteed, 

Reftrain his fury, than provoke his fpeed ; 

The winged courfer, like a gen’rous horfe. 

Shows moft true mettle when you check his courfe. Pope. 

2 . Subftance : this at leaft fhould be metal. 

Oh thou ! whole felf-fame mettle. 

Whereof thy proud’child, arrogant man, is puft. 
Engenders the black toad, and adder blue. Shakefpeare. 
Mettled, adj. [[from mettle.] Spritely; courageous; full of 
ardour; full of fire. 

Such a light and metall'd dance 
Saw you never. Benj. Johnfon. 

Nor would you find it eafy to compofe t 

The mettled fteeds, when from their noftrils flows £ 

; The fcorching fire that in their entrails glows. Addifon. J 
Mettlesome, adj. [from mettle.~\ Spritely; lively; gay; 
brifk ; airy ; fiery ; courageous. 

Their force differs from true fpirit, as much as a vicious 
from a mettlej'ome horfe. Tatler, N°. 61. 

Me'ttlesomely. adv. [from mettlefome. J With fpritelinefs. 
Mew. n.f. [mue, French.] 

1. A cage; an inclofure ; a place where any thing is confined. 

Forth-coming from her darkfom mew. 

Where fhe all day did hide her hated hew. Fairy Queen. 

There then fhe does transform to monftruous hues. 

And horribly mif-fhapes with ugly fights, 

Captiv’d eternally in iron mews , 

And darkfom dens, where Titan his face never fhews. 

Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

Her lofty hand would of itfelf refufe 
To touch the dainty needle or nice thread; 

She hated chambers, clofets, fecret mews , 

And in broad fields preferv’d her maidenhead. Fairfax . 

2. [Maep, Saxon.] A fea-fowl. 

Among the firfl fort we reckon coots, fanderlings, and 
meawes. Carew. 

The veflel flicks, and fhews her open’d fide, 

And on her fhatter’d mail the mews in triumph ride. Dryd. 
To Mew. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To fhut up ; to confine ; to imprifon ; to inclofe. 

He in dark corners mew'd. 

Mutter’d of matters as their books them fhew’d. Hubberd. 

Unto the bufh her eye did fudden glance, 

In which vain Braggadocio was mewed. 

And faw it ffir. " Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

Why fhould your fears, which, as they fay, attend 
The ffeps of wrong, then move you to ?neiv up 
Your tender kinfman. Shakefp. King John. 

Fair Hermia, queftion your defires ; 

Know of your youth, examine well your blood. 

Whether if you yield not to your father’s choice. 

You can endure the livery of a nun ; 

For aye to be in fhady cloifter mew'd. 

To live a barren lifter all your life, 

Chanting faint hymns to the cold, fruitlefs moon. Shakefp. 

More pity that the eagle fhould be mew'd. 

While kites and buzzards prey at liberty. Shakefpeare. 
Feign them lick, 

Clofe mew'd in their fedans, for fear of air. Dryden s Juv. 
It is not poflible to keep a young gentleman from vice by a 
total ignorance of it, unlefs you will all his life mew him up 
in a clofet, and never let him go into company. Locke. 

2 . To fhed the feathers. It is, I believe, ufed in this fenfe, 

* becaufe birds are, by clofe confinement, brought to fhed their 

feathers'. ... . 

I fnould difeourfe of hawks, and then treat of their ayries, 
cuft.ing, and renovation of their feathers* M alton. 
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The fun hath mew'd his beams from off hi l 
AMI majefty defac’d the royal ftamp ^ , 

Nme times the moon had w/her horns f 1 

With travel weary, unfupply’d with ftrength’ S * 

Saif ° f her Womb “PPrefl, 

oabean fields afford her needful reft. 

3 * [Mlaider, French.] To cry as a cat. 

Let Hercules himfelf do what he’may, 

The cat will mew, the dog will have his day. SbaUo 
They are not .mproveable beyond their o 4 n aeni u T^‘ 
dog W‘H never learn to mew, nor a cat to bark. SreFiCor 
To Mewl, tt,». \_miaukr, French.] To fquall as a cMd f 

The infant 

Mewling and puking in the nurfe’s arms ShnUr* 

Meze'reon. n.f A fpecies of fpurge lawk ^ 
Mezereon .s common in our gardens, and on the Alps ard 
Pyrenean mountains : every part of this Ihrub is acrid a „d 
In ^ ames the mouth and throat. //;// 

Mb'ZZOTISTO n.f [Italian.] A kind of graving, fo *2 
as neaily lefemblmg paint, the word importing half-painted • 
it is done by beating the whole into afperity with a hamnrr’ 
and then rubbing it down with a ftone to the refemblance in¬ 
tended. 

Meynt.^ adv. Mingled. Obfolete. 

The fait Medway, that trickling ftreams 
Adown the dales of Kent, 

Till with the elder brother Thames 
^ His brackifh waves be meynt. Spenfer's Paforah. 

Mi'asm. n.f [from [molivu, inquino, to infedh] Such parti¬ 
cles or atoms as are fuppofed to arife from diftempered, pu¬ 
trefying, or poifonous bodies, and to affe£I people at a dis¬ 
tance. 

The plague is a malignant fever, caufed through peftilen- 
tial miafms infinuating into the humoral and confiftent parts 
of the body. Harvey on Gonfumptim. 

Mice, the plural of moufe. 

Mice that mar the land. j v j < , 

Micha'elma s s . n.f [ Michael and mafs. ] The feaft of the 
archangel Michael, celebrated on the twenty-ninth of Sep¬ 
tember. 

They compounded to furnifh ten oxen after Michaehnafs 
for thirty pounds price. Carew. 

To MICHE. v. n. To be fecret or covered; to lie hid. 

Hanmer, 

Marry this is miching malken ; it means mifehief. Shak. 
Mi'cher. n. f. [from miche.] A la2y loiterer, who fkulks 
about in corners and by-places, and keeps out of fight; a 
hedge-creeper. Hanmer. 

Mich or Mick is ftill retained in the cant language for an 
indolent, lazy fellow. 

How tenderly her tender hands between 
In ivory cage fhe did the micher bind. Sidney. 

Shall the blefted fun of heav’n prove a micher , and eat 
blackberries ? a queftion not to be afked. Shall the fon of 
England prove a thief, and take purfes ? a queftion to be alk- 
ed. Shakefpeare's Henry IV, p. i. 

Mi'ckle. adj . [micel, Saxon.] Much; great. Obfolete. In 
Scotland it is pronounced muckle. 

This reade is rife that oftentime 
Great cumbers fall unfoft: 

In humble dales is footing faft. 

The trode is not fo tickle, 

And though one fall through heedlefs hafte, 

Yet is his mifs not mickle. Spenfer's Paforah. 

Many a little makes a mickle. Camden's Remains-. 

If I to-day die with Frenchmens rage. 

To-morrow I fhall die with mickle age Shakefp. Henry V I- 
O, mickle is the pow’rful grace, that lies 
In plants, herbs, ftones, and their true qualities. Shakefp . 

All this trad that fronts the falling fun, 

A noble peer, of mickle truft and power. 

Has in his charge. . , M** 

Microco'sm. n.f [|U./xp© J and xocry.© 3 .] The little woi 
Man is fo called as being imagined, by fome fanciful pmio- 
fophers, to have in him lomething analogous to the four ele- 

m< You fee this in the map of my microcofm. Shak. Coriolanus. 
She to v/hom this world muft itfelf refer, 

As fuburbs, or the microcofm of her ; , 

She, fhe is dead ; fhe’s dead, when thou know it this, 
Thou know’ft how lame a creeple this world is. M 
As in this our microcofm , the heart 
Heat, fpirit, motions gives to every part: 

So Rome’s vidlorious influence did dilperfe 
All her own virtues through the univerfe. e u 

Philofophers fay, that man is a microcofm , or little v . 
refembling in miniature every part of the great : j « 
body natural may be compared to the^body P# lck ;^ 6 - 
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The honey-bag is the ftomacb, which they always fill to 
fatisfy and to’fpare, vomiting up the greater part of the honey 
to be kept againft winter: a curious defcription and figure of 
the fting fee In Mr. Hook’s micrography. Grew's Mufatim. 

MI'CROSCOPE. n.f and w-ottm ; microjcope , Fr.] 

An optick inftrument, contrived various ways to give to the 
eye a large appearance of many objects which could not 
otherwife be feen. 

If the eye were fo acute as to rival the fineft microfcope^y 

and to difeern the fmalleft hair upon the leg of a gnat, it 

would be a curfe, and not a blefling, to us; it would make 

all things appear rugged and deformed ; the moft finely po- 

lifihed cryftal would be uneven and rough ; the fight of our 

©wn felves would affright us; the fmootheft fkin would be 

befet all over with ragged feales and briftly hairs. Bentley. 

The critick eye, that microfcope of wit, 

Sees hairs and pores, examines bit by bit. Dunciad, b. iv. 

Micro'meter. n. f [^fxp^ and ( asrpoy; micrometre, French.] 

An inftrument contrived to meafure fmall fpaces. 

Microscopical. 1 r rc • r . 

,, . \n. . from micro copeA 

Microsco'pick. ) j j r s 

j. Made by a microfcope. 

Make microfcopical obfervations of the figure and bulk of 
the conftituent parts of all fluids. Arbuthnot and Pope. 

2. Aflifted by a microfcope. 

Evading even the microfcopic eye ! 

Full nature fwarms with life. Thomfon's Summer . 

3. Refembling a miferofeope. 

Why has not man a microfcopick eye ? 

For this plain reafon, Man is not a fly. 

Say what the ufe, were finer opticks given, 

T' infpedf a mite, not comprehend the heav’n ? Pope. 
Mid. adj. [contracted from middle, or derived from mid, 
Dutch. ] 

1. Middle; equally between two extremes. 

No more the mounting larks, while Daphne fings, 

Shall, lilting in mid air, fufpend their wings. Pope. 

Ere the mid hour of night, from tent to tent, 

Unweary’d, through th’ num’rous hoft he paft. Rowe. 

2. It is much ufed in compofition. 

Mid-course, n. f \jnid and courfe.~\ Middle of the way. 

Why in the Eaft 

Darknefs ere day’s mid-courfe? and morning light, 

More orient in yon weftern cloud, that draws 
O’er the blue firmament a radiant white. Milton. 

Mid-day. n.f [mid and day. J Noon; meridian. 

Who fhoots at the mid-day fun, though he be fure he fhall 
never hit the mark, yet as fure he is he fhall fhoot higher 
than he who aims but at a bufh. Sidney, b. ii. 

Plis fparkling eyes, replete with awful fire. 

More dazzled and drove back his enemies, 

Than mid-day fun fierce bent againft their faces. Shakefp. 

Who have before, or fhall write after thee, 

Their works, though toughly laboured, will be 
Like infancy or age to man’s firm ftay. 

Or early or late twilights to mid-day. Bonne. 

Did he not lead you through the mid-day fun. 

And clouds of duft ? Did not his temples glow 
In the fame fultry winds and fcorching heats ? Addifon. 

Mi ddest, fuperl. of mid, middeft, midjC] 

Yet the ftout fairy ’mongft the middejt crowd, 

al f l dle 'f gl°/y vai » in knightly view. Fa. Sit. 

Mi ddle. adj. [midble, Saxon.] ^ 

1. Equally diftant from the two extremes 

t J he i° Wdl ViltUeS ? raW praife from ' the c °n,mon people ; 
hthT/ L T W L 0rlC ln them a ftoniament ; but of the 
h =A •™ tu ^ ^oy h /y e r no fenfe. Beam's Effayt. 

clef whfrh I 3 *' 0 ," ° f llfe > withi « reach of thole conveSien- 
®.*, h tbe 1 ? wer orders of mankind muft neceffarily 
want, and yet wi hout embarraffmejtt of greatnefs. Rosens. 

fadt"™: •“* R “""-7/5“ 

T 1 r • Arbuthnot on Coin j 

2. Inte^d P btfTl'”ft g U . nderftandinS and ,mddU rank ' 

3 - Middy'll;,get • 1 th S eTng fingt ^ ^ D ™“- 

/ tr0dUCe thC middk ^ of ths feft-hand. Sharp. 

l i ^\irve 4 f antfr ? tW ° eXtremiti “l the P« remote 

' ^ Wfthif STot thT^unLcft m,ddU ° f the land ’ M 

They never ftand, but lie or fit; 

And yet fo foul, that whofo is in, 

. me unravelling and refolution of th^fe’dfficuWes am fh’e £ 

Dryden and Lee's Oedipus , 
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Mjddle-aged. adj. [middle and age.] Placed aoout the mid¬ 
dle of life. 

A middle-aged man, that was half grey, half brown, took 
a fancy to marry two wives. E Ejlrange s Fables. 

The middle-aged fupport falling the beft, becaufe of the 
oily parts abounding in the blood. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

I found you a very young man, and left you a middle-aged 
one : you knew me a middle-aged man, and now I am an 
old one. 1 Swift to Pope. 

Middlemost, adj. [from middle.] Being in the middle. 

Why have not fome beafts more than four feet, fuppofe 
fix, and the middlemoft fhorter than the reft. More. 

The outmoft fringe vanifhed firft, and the middlemofi next, 
and the innermoft laft. Newton's Opticks. 

The outward ftars, with their fyftems of planets, muft ne- 
ceftarily have defeended toward the middlemoft fyftem of the 
univerfe, whither all would be moft ftrongly attracted from 
all parts of a finite fpace. Bentley s Sermons . 

Middling, adj. [from middle.] 

1. Of middle rank. 

A middling fort of a man, left well enough to pafs by his 
father, could never think he had enough fo long as any man 
had more. L'Ef range's Fables . 

2. Of moderate fize; having moderate qualities of any kind. 
The bignefs of a church ought to be no greater than that 

i nt) which the voice of a preacher of middling longs will 
eafily extend. Graunt's Bills of Mortality a 

Longinus preferred the fublime genius that fometimes errs, 
to the middling or indifferent one, which makes few faults, 
but feldom rifes to any excellence. Dryden. 

Middling his head, and prone to earth his view. Tickell. 
Mi'dland. adj. [mid and land.] 
j. That which is remote from the coaft. 

The fame name is given to the inlanders, or midland in¬ 
habitants of this ifland, by Caefar. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours. 

The midland towns abounding in wealth, fhews that her 
riches are intern and domeftick. Howel's Vocal Foref. 

Fhe various dialedfs of the Englifli in the North and 
Weft, render their expreflions many tunes unintelligible to 
the other, and both fcarce intelligible to the midland. Hale. 

2. In the midft of the land ; mediterranean. 

There was the Plymouth fquadron now come in, 

Which twice on Bifcay’s working bay had been. 

And on the midland fea the French had aw’d. Dryden. 
Midge, n.f [mieje, Saxon.] A gnat. 

Mid-heaven, n.f [mid and heaven.] The middle of the fky. 
But the hot hell that always in him burns. 

Though in mid-heaven , foon ended his delight. Milton 
Mi dleg. n.f [mid and leg.] Middle of the leg. 

He had fifty attendants, young men all, in white fatten, 
oofe coats to th e midleg, and ftockings of white filk. Bacon. 

Mi dmost. adj [from mid, or contraaed from middlemofi : 

tZ '? r °/ the W ° rds Which have not a comparative, 
though they feem to have a fuperlative degree.] The mid- 

Now v a n to van the foremoft fquadrons meet, 

I he midmofi battles hafting up behind. Drvden 

Hear himfelf repine 
At fate s unequal laws ; and at the clue, 

Wh ? e , rCi !- ef a in length ’ the fl,ler few. Dry. 

What dulneis dropt among her Cons impreft, 3 

i-Hke motion, from one circle to the reft: 

bo from the midmofi the nutation fpreads 

Kound, and more round o’er all the fea of heads P 

I hope my midnioht * i Sbakefpewe s Macbeth. 

in myfterious and t0 ^' 5 ° Ur countries flourifh 

fefled 5 your intelleas. fi ^ haV6 n0t “"S^fully af- 

By night he fled, and at midnight returned ^* 

After ? ompaffi "g the earth ; cautious of day. Mil 
-Alter this time Cftmp on f-lio * / * / r ^ *vfoltQTl m 

the very names of the councils wa^f ° the churc h 5 wherein 
only dream of what had paft 16 f ° Cg0tten ’ and d id 
Some folitary cloifter will I chufe Snlhngfleu. 

Br 0 ok. e | my L attire ’, and ftort be’my lleen 

i" >» s i Fmr - 

as; 

They can tell precifelv whar ^ , 0 Atterbury. 


. ^ e y can tell precifelv whaf- oIh* j , Atterbury. 

midnight or midnoon in Lme whin f T th ^ do g- ftar ‘' ad at 

me when Julius Caefar was (lain 

Mi'drief. n.f. [mmjjmpe, Saxon 1 Th, j- L °Z ick - 

The midriff divides ih e trunk of tL'l dlaphra S m - 
ties, the thorax and abdomen • it ; s h b ? d / lnto two cavi- 
omen ^,t is compofed of two mufcles ; 

the 


















































































